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MANUFACTURE  OP  BLACKING.

It is believed that blacking, or some kind of leather
polish, was known to the ancients, but it was not until the
reign of Charles II. that a compound of this nature was
introduced into England from Trance. The general
adoption of a polish for boots and shoes in this country
only dates, however, from about the middle of the last
century.

It is a remarkable fact that England not only produces
the best quality of shoe-blacking, but also by far the
greatest quantity, of any country in the world.

The principal ingredients in the manufacture of
blacking are bone-black, treacle, oil of vitrr i, sperm oil,
gum-arabic and vinegar, or sour beer. Ir mixing these
substances the following system is adopted: The bone-
black is put into a stoneware or wooden vessel, the sperm
oil is then added, and these are well triturated or rubbed
together; the treacle is next added gradually, and the
mass is then well ground or worked up until the oil is
perfectly " killed," as it is termed. It is very important
at this stage of the operation to ensure a perfect admixture.
The oil of vitriol is afterwards diluted with about three
times its bulk of water, and this is cautiously and grad-
ually added to the above with constant and brisk stirring.
The mass after a while is of a uniform pasty consistence,
when it must be allowed to repose for several days, being
well covered during that time.

The gum is next to be dissolved in the vinegar or sour
beer, > and this solution gradually added to the above,
and the whole well stirred once or twice daily for three
or four days. If necessary, a further addition of vinegar